
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SEO 
 

How SEO Works 

What is SEO?  

SEO stands for Search Engine Optimization. When a user searches a keyword phrase on 

Google or Bing, an algorithm attempts to match the keyword with a list of links on topics or 

subjects using that keyword phrase. This program also checks the site for relevance to the 

subject, date of publication, and author's authority. For Google search, having the keyword too 

many times could knock the link down if Google doesn’t think the link is useful or relevant to 

the topic searched for. The condition is the same if the site is inaccurate or has untrustworthy 

references. You could pay to get your link to a higher rank, but utilizing keywords effectively 



 

and writing a piece that is relevant and up-to-date could move it up for free. Doing so may not 

get you on the first search page.  

SEO Terms 

Keyword Search 

The Stone Ward interns used a site called Semrush to look up the keyword ‘animal volunteer.’ 

Semrush has a free trial that you could utilize, but it is a service you will have to pay for. This 

service provides multiple sets of data to help determine how easy the keyword will be to use 

(keyword difficulty), how popular it is (volume), and if the keyword is more likely to be used as 

informational, commercial, or transactional. We encourage you to use the keywords with the 

lowest keyword difficulty to start to allow your site to gain recognition with a small group that is 

easier to target. The Search Engine Results Page (SERP) features that follow can be used to 

help you generate topic ideas and specifics in your text and allow you to post your blog in 

different ways that may boost recognition by the previously mentioned algorithm. Below is a 

key to help determine the purpose of these stats.  

 

Volume: the number of people that you can reach monthly using the keyword 

Keyword Difficulty: a score based on how difficult it would be to rank #1 for a keyword due to 

lots of competing websites; the higher the number, the harder it will be to gain traction on your 

site 

Intent: Informational (informing the public about the general topic), Commercial (informing the 

public about a certain product or service), Transactional (intending to sell a certain product or 

service) 

SERP Features: Image, Image Pack, Carousel, Video, Knowledge Panel, People also ask, 

Local Pack, Site links, Reviews, Featured snippet, Top stories, and FAQ 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Image 

 Any link that has an image next to it. 

 

 

Image Pack 

 An image pack is a collection of images that usually pull up above the first link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Carousel 

This feature shows up as a carousel of different links that include an image.  

 

  

Video 

 Any link that has the main feature as a video.  

 

 



 

Knowledge Panel 

This panel shows the information needed for contacting a business or finding their 

website. It could also provide information about a certain person or relevant figure.  

 

  

People Also Ask 

These links lead to other sites that have similar topics and keywords. We encourage 

using these questions as section titles when writing a blog to raise keyword recognition.  

 

 



 

Local Pack 

These links are connected to Google Maps with locations that are nearest to your 

current location. 

 

 

Site Links 

These are the small links listed directly under the description. This example includes 

‘Get involved,’ ‘Ways to Give,’ ‘Training Program,’ ‘Apply for a Service Dog,’ 

‘Locations,’ and ‘Events.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reviews 

This feature shows up as stars filled in from votes from people who have visited the 

business being rated.  

 

 

Featured snippet 

This feature shows certain parts of the link that is immediately relevant to the keyword.  

 

 

 

 



 

Top stories 

This feature shows the top news stories that are relevant to the keyword searched.  

 

 

FAQ 

This features links directly to a site’s FAQ page if one is provided.  

 



 

SEO Example 

Keyword - Animal Volunteer 

Below is an example of a Semrush search with the keyword ‘animal volunteer.’ With a keyword 
difficulty of 64, this could bring more traction to your site, but it is still competing with a large 
portion of other sites. In the table in the next section with the rest of the keywords, you will see 
that the longer the keyword is, the lower the keyword difficulty. This is because people are less 
likely to type in more specific searches. By focusing on these longer keyword phrases or 
longtail keywords, you will be able to gain recognition from the more specific searches. Later 
on, as your site gains more of a following, then you will be able to use the less specific 
keywords.  
 

Keyword Keyword 
Difficulty 

Volume Intent SERP Features 

Animal volunteer 64 880 Commercial Image, Local Pack, 
People also ask, Site 
links, Video carousel 

Keyword List  

Keyword in order of Difficulty 

The first keyword, ‘animal volunteer opportunities near me,’ is a perfect example of using 

longtail keywords. The keyword difficulty is only 20, which would make it a perfect keyword to 

start with. In addition, the volume is 3600, which is fairly high for a less difficult keyword. We 

recommend starting with this keyword and the other easier keywords before moving on to 

keywords towards the bottom of the list.  

 

Keyword Keyword 
Difficulty 

Volume Intent SERP Features 

animal volunteer 

opportunities 

near me 

20 3600 Transactional Local pack, Site links 



 

Organic food for 
dogs 

39 260 Commercial FAQ, Image, Image 
Pack, People also ask, 
Reviews, Site links, 
Video carousel 

Construction 
volunteer 

47 70 Informational  Image pack, People 
also ask, Site links 

Construction 
volunteer work 
near me 

48  40 Transactional Local Pack, People 
also ask, Review, Site 
links 

Seasonal plants 50 390 Informational Carousel, Featured 
snippet, Image, People 
also ask, Reviews, 
Video Carousel 

Construction 
volunteer 
opportunities 
near me  

50 70 Transactional Local Pack, Site links 

Historic buildings 
near me 

51 1000 Transactional FAQ, Image, Image 
pack, Local pack 

Organic foods 
near me  

52 2900 Transactional Local pack, Site links 

Gardening tips 
for beginners 

53 880 Informational Featured snippet, 
Image pack, People 
also ask, Reviews, 
Video Carousel, Video 

Organic food for 
plants 

55 70 Informational FAQ, Featured snippet, 
Image, Image pack, 
People also ask, 
Reviews, Site links, 
Video carousel  

Animal volunteer 
near me 

59 1900 Transactional Local pack, Site links 



 

Why sustainable 
farming is 
important 

60  50 Informational Featured snippet, 
People also ask, Video 
Carousel 

Historical 
buildings 

62 1300 Informational Caraousel, FAQ, 
Image, Image pack, 
People also ask, Site 
links 

Gardening tips 
and tricks 

63  480 Informational Featured snippet, 
Image pack, People 
also ask, Reviews, 
Video carousel, Video 

Historical places 
to visit 

63 320 Informational Carousel, FAQ, 
Featured snippet, 
Image, People also 
ask, Site links 

Animal volunteer 64 880 Commercial Image, Local Pack, 
People also ask, Site 
links, Video carousel 

Gardening tips 69  1900 Informational Carousel, Featured 
snippet, Image pack, 
People also ask, 
Reviews, Top stories, 
Video carousel, Video 

What is 
sustainable 
farming 

73 720 Informational Knowledge panel, 
People also ask, Site 
links, Video carousel 

Sustainable 
farming 

75 3600 Informational Knowledge panel, 
People also ask, Top 
stories, Video carousel 

Organic foods vs 
non organic 
foods  

79 40 Informational Featured snippet, 
People also ask, Site 
links, Video carousel 

Historical sites 81 2400 Informational Carousel, Featured 
snippet, Image, People 
also ask 

Are organic foods 
healthier 

85  480 Informational Featured snippet, 
People also ask, 



 

Reviews, Video 
carousel 

Organic foods 90 6600 Informational, 
Commercial 

Image, Knowledge 
panel, Local pack, 
People also ask, Site 
links, Video carousel 

Blog Topic Ideas 

Ideas With Some Keywords Provided  

We provided a list of optional topics that you could use and included some keywords. The 

keywords that we searched include animal volunteer, construction volunteer, food 

preservation, gardening tips, historical buildings, organic foods, restoration projects, and 

sustainable farming. These keywords help your blog reach more people and reach a higher 

rank on a search. Some searches can also help you think of other topics. For example, under 

the topic “How does one become a volunteer,” there is a list under the title “Extra” that 

includes topics that could be researched as a separate blog post. The example post ideas 

include how-to guides, list-based content, features/spotlights, a day in the life/narratives, 

interviews, goal updates, and community engagement/other.  

 

Here are two websites that could provide additional topic ideas: 

https://www.starterstory.com/agriculture-blog-post-ideas 
 
https://beefrunner.com/2014/08/24/88-blog-topics-to-make-it-through-writers-block-for-
farmers-and-ranchers/ 
 

 

Key to List 
Type of Blog Post 

● Topic Idea 
○ Keyword Searched 

■ Additional keywords 



 

Blog Idea List 

How-to Guides 

● Recipes 
○ Blackberry jam recipe 

■ Blackberry jam, recipes for spring 
● Preservation/Canning 

○ Food preservation and processing, food preservation and storage, food 
preservation and packaging, food preservation like drying, food preservatives 
like benzoates, food preservation as a profitable hobby 

● How does one become a volunteer? 
○ Animal volunteer 

■ Animal volunteer opportunities near me, animal volunteer for 13 year 
olds, animal volunteer for 15 year olds, animal volunteer near me, 
volunteer animal work near me, animal and volunteer opportunities, 
animal volunteers roles near me, where can i volunteer to work with 
animals near me, what is animal volunteer 

○ Construction volunteer 
■ Construction volunteer work near me, construction volunteer 

opportunities near me, construction volunteer near me, construction 
volunteer jobs, volunteer in construction 

● Extra 
○ When is a volunteer an employee, are volunteers 

employees  
○ What is an animal shelter, why volunteer animal shelter 
○ Examples of volunteer projects, why do you want to 

become a volunteer 
 

List-based Content 

● Gardening Tips 
○ How gardening tips, where to get gardening advice, why gardening is good, can 

gardening help you lose weight, gardening tips for beginners, gardening tips and 
tricks, gardening tips and tricks for beginners, gardening tips to prevent weeds, 
gardening can help 

● Taking care of animals tips 
● Seasonal Plants 
● Lessons learned on the farm that can’t learn in city 

 



 

Features/Spotlights 

● Events on the Farm 
● Volunteer Spotlights 
● Features of how got connected with small businesses at farmer’s market 
● Focus on the natural process of growing food 

○ Sustainable Farming 
■ Where sustainable farming, how sustainable farming, what is sustainable 

farming, why sustainable farming is important, why organic farming, who 
sustainable diets, is sustainable farming cheaper, when organic farming, 
can sustainable farming feed the world, which organic farming is in 
demand today, organic farming without soil, sustainable farming can be 
achieved, organic farming can feed the world, sustainable farming near 
me, sustainable farming and our land, sustainable farming and fishing, 
sustainable farming vs organic farming, sustainable farming vs 
permaculture 

○ Organic foods 
■ Organic foods for babies, organic foods without gmo, organic food with 

pesticides, organic foods to eat, organic foods to eat while pregnant, 
organic foods near me, organic food can kill you, organic can foods, 
organic food is healthier, organic food for dogs, organic food for plants, 
organic food like vegetables, organic foods vs gmo, organic foods vs 
non organic foods, are organic foods healthier, which organic foods are 
worth buying, which organic foods should you buy, why organic foods 
are better 

● Why you love working at the farm 
● New feature: volunteer, animal, plant 
● What are your lives like outside of the farm? 
● Features from people who stayed at St. Joseph’s home 

 

A Day in the Life/Narratives 

● Narrative of taking food to the food bank 
● Narrative of restoration projects 

○ Historical Building 
■ Historical places to visit, historic buildings and places, historic buildings 

near me, modernizing historic buildings, historical buildings, historical 
sites, historical buildings and monuments, historical buildings and their 
builders, buildings history, where can i find historical information about 



 

my house, most famous historical buildings, are historical buildings 
important, can historical buildings be demolished 

● A day in the life of a volunteer 
 

Interviews 

● Interview repeat customers and ask why they keep coming back 
● Interview someone after they took their first class there 
● Interview partners - food banks, small businesses that depend on your farm stand 
● Interview RV campers before and after their stay 

 

Goal Updates 

● Quarterly goals update 
● Plans for the future - What will you do when the building is finished? 
● How do you handle things if you can’t get the money raised? 

○ What happens if you don’t make your goal? 
○ Careful with this one - don’t want to sound too negative 

 

Community Engagement/Other 

● Respond to other blogs or publications 
● What is going on in the community that is relevant to St. Joseph’s? 
● Take a poll from people passing by in a park and write about the result?  

○ If they know about SJCA 
○ Opinions on environmental issues 
○ Dietary habits 
○ Desire to grow their own food or if they don’t already 


